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| welcome the clarification of the three dimensions of flourishing provided in the
preview. Each is clearly important, not in isolation, as the preview makes clear, but
in combination. The preview suggests all kinds of connections with wider biblical/
theological themes. As suggested, for instance, by Oliver O’Donovan, the notion of
flourishing can be linked to the beatitudes. Of particular interest here is the way in
which the beatitudes challenge and overturn common notions of what flourishing/
blessedness consists in. Who would have thought that meekness, or mourning can
be indications of a flourishing life, or persecution? But Jesus seems to be suggesting
that those who are meek (who are not arrogant or proud), those who mourn (who
are not heartless or indifferent), and those who are persecuted for his sake and the
gospel are living lives in alignment with God’s love and purposes for the world.
Jonathan Pennington helpfully explores the relation between the beatitudes and
human flourishing in his book, The Sermon on the Mount and Human Flourishing
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 2017). The notion of shalom is another biblical idea that
comes readily to mind in connection with the concept of flourishing and offers a fur-
ther avenue of exploration. What impresses me most about shalom, and the same
applies to flourishing in my view, is that it is best conceived in relational terms. The
flourishing of the individual is irreducibly bound up with the flourishing of the com-
munity as a whole, including especially the vulnerable, archetypically identified in

Scripture as the widow, the orphan and the stranger.



ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT

Document type Preview Response

Dialogue Flourishing |

Discipline Theology

Author Murray Rae

Read online facultyinitiative.net/article/flourishing-is-irreducibly-relational-and-

bound-up-with-community

Global Faculty Initiative

Renewing Christian intellectual life in the world’s research universities



https://facultyinitiative.net/article/flourishing-is-irreducibly-relational-and-bound-up-with-community
https://facultyinitiative.net/article/flourishing-is-irreducibly-relational-and-bound-up-with-community

	Flourishing Is Irreducibly Relational and Bound Up with Community

